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John 11:1-45 Common English Bible (CEB) 

Lazarus is ill 
11 A certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. (2 This was the Mary who anointed the Lord with 
fragrant oil and wiped his feet with her hair. Her brother Lazarus was ill.) 3 So 
the sisters sent word to Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one whom you love is ill.” 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This illness isn’t fatal. It’s for the glory of 
God so that God’s Son can be glorified through it.” 5 Jesus loved Martha, her 
sister, and Lazarus. 6 When he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he 
was. After two days, 7 he said to his disciples, “Let’s return to Judea again.” 

8 The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish opposition wants to stone you, but 
you want to go back?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours in the day? Whoever walks in 
the day doesn’t stumble because they see the light of the world. 10 But 
whoever walks in the night does stumble because the light isn’t in them.” 

11 He continued, “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, but I am going in order to 
wake him up.” 

12 The disciples said, “Lord, if he’s sleeping, he will get well.” 13 They thought 
Jesus meant that Lazarus was in a deep sleep, but Jesus had spoken about 
Lazarus’ death. 

14 Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. 15 For your sakes, I’m glad I 
wasn’t there so that you can believe. Let’s go to him.” 

16 Then Thomas (the one called Didymus) said to the other disciples, “Let us 
go too so that we may die with Jesus.” 

Jesus with Martha and Mary 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. 18 Bethany was a little less than two miles from 
Jerusalem. 19 Many Jews had come to comfort Martha and Mary after their 
brother’s death. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to 
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meet him, while Mary remained in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 22 Even now I know that 
whatever you ask God, God will give you.” 

23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me will live, even though they die. 26 Everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 She replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, the 
one who is coming into the world.” 

28 After she said this, she went and spoke privately to her sister Mary, “The 
teacher is here and he’s calling for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up 
quickly and went to Jesus. 30 He hadn’t entered the village but was still in the 
place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were comforting 
Mary in the house saw her get up quickly and leave, they followed her. They 
assumed she was going to mourn at the tomb. 

32 When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 
said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her crying 
also, he was deeply disturbed and troubled. 34 He asked, “Where have you 
laid him?” 

They replied, “Lord, come and see.” 

35 Jesus wept. 36 The Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” 37 But some of 
them said, “He healed the eyes of the man born blind. Couldn’t he have kept 
Lazarus from dying?” 

Jesus at Lazarus’ tomb 
38 Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone covered the entrance. 39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s 
been dead four days.” 
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40 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s 
glory?” 41 So they removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, 
thank you for hearing me. 42 I know you always hear me. I say this for the 
benefit of the crowd standing here so that they will believe that you sent 
me.” 43 Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his 
face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” 

45 Therefore, many of the Jews who came with Mary and saw what Jesus did 
believed in him. 

sermon 3/29/2020  “All Wrapped Up” 
May the Lord be with you. 

INTRODUCTION: 

About ten years ago I read an article about a judge in over in Europe who 
was electrocuted when he reached up to turn on a light while standing in 

the bathtub. He was zapped fell out of the tub. His wife called the doctor 

who pronounced him dead.  

In accordance with government health regulation, the judge's body was 

immediately placed in a vault beneath the cemetery chapel. 
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 In the middle of the night, the judge 

regained consciousness. He had no idea where he was or what had 

happened. When he DID realize where he was, he ran to the closed vault 

door and began shaking it and yelling for help. The guard who was there 
was terrified and fled. Fortunately, the guard got some help; came back; 

opened the door and released the newly revived judge. The judge phoned 

his wife that he was coming home. She screamed and hung up the phone. 

Next he tried going to the homes of several friends. They took one look at 
him, thought he was a ghost and slammed the door in his face. Finally, he 

found a friend who hadn't heard he was dead. He convinced that friend to 

act as a go-between. Gradually, the judge was able to convince his friends 

and family that he really was alive!  

 Lazarus from John's Gospel could 
identify with that judge. The raising of Lazarus is remarkable not just 

because of the miraculous event but because the story has so many levels.  
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It is the seventh and greatest miracle in John's Gospel. It is Jesus' final 
step toward the cross. It is this miracle which pushes all the buttons of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees and sets them on their path to destroy Jesus.  

This miracle also has a message for us about resurrection living. We come 

into this story already knowing the outcome. We've read the last chapter of 
the book. We know there is still one more miracle up Jesus' sleeve. Another 

stone will be removed. Another grave will be found empty. And a whole 

group of people, many of those there the day Lazarus was raised, would 

witness the Risen Christ and know Him to be the Lord of both Life and 

Death. This passage teaches us about living the resurrection.  

 

I. REPLACES FEAR WITH FAITH: 

A. First it teaches us that Resurrection Living Replaces Fear With Faith: 

When Jesus finally showed up in Bethany, Lazarus was dead. There was 
no doubt about it, he was dead. The tomb had been sealed and the 

mourners had gathered. The sisters were in tears. Lazarus was dead and 

as Martha tells us, death stinks.  

It's in the midst of this grief and despair that Jesus comes. The text says 

what? C’mon this is your memory verse! Jesus wept!    

  His very presence brought peace and comfort. Even though Martha 

questioned why he hadn't come sooner, she still had faith and trust in her 
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friend; the one whom she considered to be the Messiah. She had faith and 
that faith removed her fears.  

A little girl and her family arrived at their vacation cabin in the woods where 

they hope to do some camping.    It was late and it started to 

drizzle while they were unloading everything. The drizzle turned into a 

storm. They were all tired and turned in early to their cabin. 

    But the new surroundings, the darkness and the 

thunder and lightning of the storm were frightening to the little girl. 

 She kept calling out to Mom and Dad. Mom 

and Dad assured her that she would be OK. And as added assurance, Dad 
reminded her that she didn't need to be afraid because Jesus was with her. 

The little girl quieted down but Mom and Dad heard her say: "Jesus, I know 
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You're in here with me, but could You please just stand still? 'Cause if You 

move You'll scare me to death."  

B. There are a lot of frightening things in the world, especially right now. 
Death, though possibly the greatest, is but one on the list of many. Here, as 

in every case, Jesus confronts that fear and asks us to replace it with faith, 

like Martha's. Jesus followed the entourage to the tomb then commanded 

those present, "Remove the stone."  

That's what Living the resurrection and acting on faith are all about: 

Removing the stones. You see, sometimes we allow the fears of life to wall 

us in, to surround us and entomb us. We seal ourselves off from others. 

During this time of “social distancing” we need to remember that it does not 

mean that we isolate ourselves. When we isolate we entomb ourselves in 
our fear and prejudice. We close ourselves off against anything new or 

different or challenging. We protect ourselves from being vulnerable but in 

so doing, we die a little in isolation. We never grow in faith or trust. Jesus 

calls us to live by faith and to trust Him. He calls us to "Remove the stones" 
that separate us from the world of fear. Jesus calls us to replace our fear 

with faith.  

 

II. OBEYS CHRIST: 
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A. The second aspect of Resurrection Living that we learn from this 
passage is that Resurrection Living Obeys Christ: That would seem to be 

self-evident. But the truth is that it's not. We always have the choice to say, 

"No!" to God. When Jesus got to Lazarus' tomb and commanded them to, 

"Remove the stone," Martha objected. Remember, it was Martha who had 
just professed her faith in Jesus as the Messiah. And then she is balked at 

what he wanted them to do. Jesus reminded her that if she would believe, 

she would see God's glory. She did. They obeyed and removed the stone. 

Jesus shouted loud enough to wake the dead: "Lazarus, Come out!" 

 Lazarus obeyed and stepped out of the tomb. Lazarus 

heard the call of Christ all the way across the vast reaches of that area that 

separates life from death. Lazarus heard the call of Christ and obeyed.  

That obedience is what sets the faithful apart from the mere believers. It's 

easy to believe in Christ. It's easy to believe and accept all that Christ 
teaches and proclaims. It's easy to accept the message of love and 

forgiveness; the message of resurrection, hope and new life. BUT IT'S 

HARD TO OBEY. Church we must be prepared now to offer that life to the 

world and to live out a life that is not of isolation, but a life that reaches out 
amid our solitude and social distances and proclaim Christ. It's hard to love 

your enemy. It's hard to pray for those who persecute you. It's hard to do 

good to those who hate you. It's hard not to judge. It's hard to tithe. It's hard 

to give without thought of reward or wondering "What do I get out of it?" It's 
hard to love God with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength; there are 

so many things to distract us. But to do any or all of these is to obey. That is 

what Christ calls us to do; "to trust and obey" as the Hymn says.  
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III. REPLACES SELF WITH SERVICE: 

B. Unfortunately, we often become like mummies, all wrapped up in 

ourselves. And we don't want to become unwrapped. 

 (Now we know where all that toilet paper went!) All 

we do is come unwound at the thought of coming out of our safe tomb or 
stepping out in faith. But Jesus calls us out of the tomb, sets us free and 

calls us to move beyond ourselves into a life of faith, commitment, 

obedience and service.  

On an old talk show, there was a time when the host was interviewing 

some body builders.  As he was standing there looking at these 

guys with all these muscles, he asked a powerful question: "What do you 

use these muscles for?"  One guy answered by flexing his muscles in one 

of those body builder stances.  But the host said, "No, you don't 

understand. What do you USE all those muscles for?" The guy said, "I'll 

show you." And he flexed again in another stance. Again the host said, "No. 

You still don't understand my question. Read my lips. What do you USE 

them FOR?" The guy posed again. Jesus calls us out of the tomb, sets us 
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free and calls us to move beyond ourselves into a life of faith, commitment, 
obedience and service. When we just come to Church and sometimes read 

our Bibles and just enjoy the fellowship once a week but nothing else, then 

we're like those body building guests. We're like mummies,  

still wrapped up in ourselves. Jesus calls us to move beyond self to a life of 

faith and committed service.  

CONCLUSION: A famous preacher of another generation, John Henry 
Jowett once said, "God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to 

make us comforters."  Jesus calls each of us to remove the stones, to 

come out and be set free so that we can live the resurrection in our own 

lives.  Jesus calls us to replace our fear with faith, to obey 

his call and to move from self-centered living to a life of service and 

commitment. It is through the presence of Jesus and our committed service 
and obedience that we discover for ourselves and convince our friends and 

family that we really are alive!  This is the Word of the Lord for this day. 

May it take root in your heart, and may it grow. 


