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SERMON Pentecost Sunday 05-31-2020 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus who is the 

Christ. Amen 

Happy Birthday, Happy Birthday. 

Who's birthday is it you might be wondering?  Well it is all of ours, 

for today is the birthday of the Church, today is Pentecost. 

Are you excited? Does this day fill you with joy and happiness? 

Have you planned a celebration, for you friends, neighbors, and 

family? 

Or maybe you are like King George in the following: 

On July 4, 1776, the members of the Continental Congress meeting 

in Philadelphia signed the Declaration of Independence. With this 

action, the American Revolution was launched and a new nation was 

born. 

It is ironic that on that very day George III, King of England, made 

this entry in his diary: "Nothing of any importance happened 

today.”  

On the day of Pentecost, 120 followers of a Jesus were gathered 

together in Jerusalem. Suddenly the Spirit of God filled each one of 

them and marked them with tongues of fire. On that day the Church 

was born. However, no historian of the time saw anything significant 

in that event.  
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For many Christians, the events of Pentecost, the events of God’s 

Spirit coming to this earth are like what King George said on the 

day the Declaration of Independence was signed, “nothing of any 

importance happened today".  

Today is Pentecost, one of the 4 important festivals of the church 

year. Today we celebrate the coming of God's Spirit, the Holy Spirit 

into the lives of men and women, today we celebrate the birthday of 

the church.  

But, if you hadn't read your daily devotional booklet, or perhaps if 

you hadn't looked at the church calendar, you would have not 

known this was a major festival of the church year. Today is just as 

important as Christmas, just as important as Easter, just as 

important as the festival of the Ascension, but for some unknown 

reason, this festival, this holiday in the church year goes by almost 

unnoticed. Why is that??  

Pentecost and the Spirit seems like the Unknown God. We know 

about God the father who was the creator as we look at nature all 

around us, we know about God the Son, Jesus Christ, the one who 

was born in a manager, died on a cross and rose on Easter Sunday. 

But what about this Unknown God, God the Holy Spirit. 

Why do we have such difficult time getting a handle on the Spirit of 

God? Maybe we don't understand what exactly happened on this 

day. Maybe, talk about the Spirit is not so sweet as talk about a baby 
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born in a manager, angels singing in the heavens, gifts being passed 

about and shepherds tending their sheep on quiet hillsides.  

Maybe we don't get excited about Pentecost like we do Easter 

because there is nothing to do. No eggs to color, no clothes to buy for 

the Easter Parade, no empty tomb. 

But Pentecost is important because it is now that the Spirit of God 

Himself comes into the earth and is poured into our lives. It is the 

same Spirit of God which created the earth that comes to us now on 

Pentecost. 

This Holy Spirit is in each of our lives . God's Spirit comes to us in 

our Baptism, and remains with us as we grow in the knowledge and 

truth of the God who loves us. 

Yes, the Spirit of God and His grace, comes to us in our Baptism, 

and remains with us, constantly calling us to worship, calling us to 

service, gathering us together as a body, enlightening us abut the 

truth of God and continually making us holy before God.  

All this happens day in and day out in our lives. The Holy Spirit is 

quietly at work each day you live. The Holy Spirit is there with you 

as you plant your corn, beans and oats, it is there with you as you 

manage your business, as you raise your family, as you work for 

another person. This Spirit of God is there in all that we do.  

The Holy Spirit brings his power into our lives in a quiet and 

unassuming way. 
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"The Spirit is like a good pair of eyeglasses. If our eyeglasses fit 

comfortably and do their work well we hardly notice them. They are 

there, not to be noticed, but to enable us to notice.  

They are not to be seen, but to be seen through. When we misplace 

them we are doubly troubled, because we have not only lost them, 

but cannot see to find them. " 1 

The Spirit inside of us goes about its work quietly like our eye 

glasses. Most of the time we don't even know that they are there, nor 

do we notice the work of the Spirit, but the Spirit is there guiding us, 

leading us, allowing us to see the world through the eyes of God. 

The Spirit of God fills our lives daily so that we might be the kind of 

people God intended us to be. 

• People who look at the world differently… 

• People who see the world filled with the power of God… 

• People who see the needs of others…  

• People who see the world as a glass half full, not half empty… 

• People who are faithful to the calling of God to love Him and 

to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

We are Spirit filled people who are guided by the Spirit as we see the 

world through the eye glasses of God' s Holy Spirit. 
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A closing story reminds of us of the gentle, almost unknowing 

nudging of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

This story is about a sunken ship, and I think that it illustrates the 

quietness of the spirit, but at the same time also illustrates His 

power in our lives. 

     “Several years ago engineers building a new bridge over the East 

River in New York, discovered that the wrecked hull of a ship, sunk 

many years before, lay right where the center piers were to be built.  

Powerful machinery was brought in to remove the ship, but it would 

not budge.  Then one of the engineers had an unusual idea – why not 

have the tide raise the ship!!  Some strong cables were attached to 

the hull when the tide was low.  The other ends were fastened to the 

barge above.  As the tide came in, the barge gradually lifted the 

sunken ship.  It was then towed out into the ocean and sunk at a spot 

that would not cause future problems.” 

     God’s Holy Spirit is like the tide, it comes quietly, it comes in 

slowly, but it comes to us with enough power so that we might do the 

job God has called, and has led each of us to do.  There is a power, a 

force and for many an untapped force in each of our lives that is the 

Holy Spirit.  Many times it is not dramatic, it does not cause us to do 

dramatic things, but it is there to give us the power to live the kind 

of lives, to be the kind of people that God intended us to be. 

     The nature of this spirit empowers us to live first of all pointing 

to Christ.  The kind of life God intends for us to live points not to us, 
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and not to our accomplishments, but to the Lord of Life, Jesus 

Christ. The Holy Spirit works with our spirit so that we might 

experience the righteousness of Christ in our lives.  It is this Spirit 

that convicts us of our sins, and shows us that we really aren’t as 

good as we think we are and then in that realization, we fall on our 

knees at the foot of the cross begging for Christ’s mercy.  It is that 

same spirit who comes with mercy and grace, with the righteousness 

of God and washes away our sins.  Paul says in Romans, “For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did not 

receive the Spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received 

the spirit of sonship.  When we cry Abba Father it is the Spirit God 

bearing witness with our Spirit that we are children of God.” 

It is this Spirit that comes into our lives, into the church to allow us 

to spread God’s message of love to all people.  It is this Spirit which 

points not to itself, but to Christ.  It is this Spirit which allows us to 

point not to ourselves, but to Christ.  It is this Spirit which makes 

the church, the Body of Christ, the most unique organization on the 

face of the earth. 

     “Russ Blowers is a minister who is active in the local Indianapolis 

Rotary club.  At club meetings each week a member gives a brief 

statement about his job. When it was his turn, Russ said: “I’m with 

a global enterprise.  We have branches in every country in the 

world.  We have our representatives in nearly every parliament and 

boardroom on earth.  We’re into motivation and behavior 
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modification. We run hospitals, feeding stations, crisis pregnancy 

centers, universities, publishing houses, and nursing homes.  We 

care for our clients from birth to death. We are into life insurance 

and fire insurance.  We perform spiritual heart transplants.  Our 

original Organizer owns all the real estate on earth plus an 

assortment of galaxies and constellations.  He knows everything and 

lives everywhere.  Our product is free for the asking.  (There’s not 

enough money to buy it.)  Our CEO was born in a hick town, 

worked as a carpenter, didn’t own a home, was misunderstood by 

his family, hated by enemies, walked on water, was condemned to 

death without a trial, and arose from the dead --- I talk with him 

every day.”  

     The church is the most amazing organization in the world and 

not any building! And my friends you and I are part of it, not 

because we did anything, “but the Holy Spirit called us by the 

Gospel, enlightens us with His gifts, make us holy and keep us in the 

true faith, just as He calls, gathers together, enlightens and makes 

holy the whole Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus in the one, 

true faith. We are the Church!  

     The power of the Holy Spirit was poured into the world this day 

over 2000 years ago, and that power is still present today through us 

and within us making us the Church. 

     Yes, we are welcomed again to the Pentecost event in the Year 

2020!! 
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     “It is a time to open up to the mind-blowing, heart-warming, life-

changing power of God.  The power of God that can invade the 

body, inflate the mind, swell the soul, lift the Spirit and make us 

more than we ever imagined.  It’ll make you young when you’re old, 

and it’ll make you live even when you die.  The power and presence 

of the Spirit will disturb, delight, deliver and lift. 

     When God sends forth the Spirit, ‘the whole face of the earth is 

renewed.’  When God sends forth the Spirit chaos is changed into 

creation --- the Red Sea opens up to a highway of freedom.  When 

God sends forth the Spirit: a young woman says ‘Yes”.  Jesus is born 

and life is never the same. 

     When God sends forth the Spirit amazing things happen: 
• Barriers are broken, 
• Communities are formed, 
• Opposites are reconciled, 
• Unity is established, 
• Disease is cured, 
• Addiction is broken, 
• Cities are renewed, 
• Races are reconciled, 
• Hope is established, 
• People are blessed, 
• And church happens. 
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     Today the Spirit of God is present and we’re gonna, have church.  

So be ready, get ready . . . God is up to something . . . 

Happy Birthday Church!!! 

Amen 


